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as much a lusus naturee as a Virgin Mother, and
there is point in Pater's shrewd criticism of Botti-
celli's Madonnas that each of them " seems to
wear a somewhat peevish expression as though
she resented the intolerable honour thrust upon
her." Hence, perhaps, a certain peevishness,
assuredly a certain impatience, on Lord Morley's
part when you talked about " honesty " in politics.
Perhaps he was thinking of that intolerable adjective
and wondering whether you expected him to live
up to it. No one, as will be seen in the conversa-
tions which follow, was more emphatic in disclaim-
ing the identification of public with private morality,
or in repudiating attempts to erect a common
standard for the two. " Did you ever know a
Cabinet meeting," Mr. Birrell asked of him one
day at Flowermead, " where any one discussed
a political question as a Christian ? " To which
he replied with great emphasis, <e No, not even
Mr. G," It must be counted to him for righteous-
ness that he was singularly free from cant in this
respect, and I fancy that the repeated emphasis
which he laid on " expediency," as opposed to
right, as a test of political action, was, in its way,
an impersonal repudiation of any claim to moral
superiority over his fellows. If he had been such
a charlatan as many politicians are, he would, no
doubt, have made the attempt to appear what the
public seemed to expect him to be, but his was too
fine a temper for that. To judge Lord Morley
by ethical tests to which he refused to subscribe,
is; to judge him by tests which are unfair and, in
his political career, irrelevant. He was no worse